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ditions and beliefs of my people insist
on. Do you trust me?”

“Mr. Wang, I do 50, perfectly,”

Then telegraph at once to the firm
in Foo Chow to which Mr. Wells had
letters from here and have them in-
struct him to take the steamer direct
from there to Shanghai. He must on
no account return to Amoy. His pres-
ence here would thwart all my plans
and be almost certain to start up an
incipient anti-foreign riot. The sooner
he s out of sight, the sooner will this
unfortunate purchase of his be for-
Eotten. As for the rest, leave every-
thing to me. No matter what rumors
Or reports come to you of the officials’
treatment of the compradore, I will
bring him back to you myself, safe
and well, on the 30th of the month, 1f
you attempt to interfere in any way—
through the consulate or otherwise—
I will not be responsible for his life.”

There was something in his voice
and manner that inspired confldence
and trust, and the merchant pledged

himself to com i y re-
Quaet ply with his every re

On the morning of the last day of
the month, true to his promfse, Wang
Foo appeared at the oflice of Waring
& Co, and by his side, smiling and
well, walked the familiar form of Hoo-
Sam-Lok, the compradore. Amid the
rattling nolse of packs of firecrackers
they were welcomed into the hong,
and all sat down to the joyous feast of
welcome which the staff of native em-
Ployes and servants had provided.

“Well, Hoo,” said Mr. Watsford, as
he extended his hand, “the old firm
is certainly glad to see you back!
Here's to your health and happiness,
and may I express the hope that the
whole pgeneration of globetrotters
and tiger hunters will hereafter leave
Amoy alone, for they have certainly
made us troubla enough.”

“There's just one thing 1 would
like to ask you. Mr. Wang," said the
consul as he bade the detective good-
bye on the returning steamer, “and
that i8: How did that fellow ever
pass through that ordeal and live?
My chair-coolies tell me that he was
‘snaked' and ‘cangued’ and ‘bam-

booed'—they saw some of It them-
selves in the Tao-tal’s courtyard—
and any one of those is enough, the

Lord knows, to finish an ordinary
mortal."

Wang smiled and answered, “Oh,
that is simple enough when one

knows the inner methods and secrets,

You see, the copper snakes around
his arms, which were supposed to
be filled with bolling water, were

really cold.”

“Rut my coolies saw the steam
coming out of them?'

“They thought they did, but it was
only tobaceo smoking in the spouts.

“But the circular scars upon his
arms?"’

“A little and red blue paint made
that lonolk very natural.”

“And the wooden cangue, or ‘col-
lar of a hundred pounds'?"

“The wood was all carefully hol-
lowed out and the collar was really
no more uncomfortable than some of
the stiff linen ones you foreigners
wenar.'"

“Well, how about the sixty blows

of the lictors' bamboo? They say
that sometimes half that number will
cripple a man for life?"'

“That depends upon the weight of
the bamboo. Some are natural wood;
some are laden with lead—these are
the deadly kind--and others are so
carefully split open along thelr length
that though they sound llke heavy
welghts they are really no more pain-
ful than tappings with the lightest
cane."

“The whole thing., then, was really n
farce from beginning to end, wasn't
i

“That depends upon the point of
view. It was necessary for the popu-
lace to be convinced of the culprit's
innocence and this could only be done
by testing him in the way they under-
stood. They would never have taken
the Tao-tai's verdict, so he had to
convinee them, and he did it.”

“One question more—the laequer
cabinet; what of that? Did Spolty
really steal his ancestral cabinet and
sell it to the tourist? You know, I
have my dgubts.”

*No, he did not really steal it, Ile
borrowed It, intending to return It In
the morning, but the poor chap was
drowned by the sinking of hiz sam-
pan.”

“And was that proved?

“Yes, the boatman told the story at
one of the tea stands on the river
bank."

"What was it, then, that was pacled
with the buggage on the boat?'

“Oh, that was an imitation, skillfully
substituted for the original in the
cabin."

“Then if Spotty had lived, he would
probably have never been found out?"

“Probably not, for he would have re-
pliced the cabinet tn the morning.”

“And what would you say was the
real value of the treasure which Mr.
Wells took away and for which he paid
five hundred dollars?"

“It would be hard to tell—I should
aay flve dollars, possibly. ten; who
knows? He is happy with his curio.
Let us be hapyy also and leave well
enough wlone.”

(Copyright, 1818, by McClure Byndicate,)

To Reclaim an Empire for American Soldiers

(Copyright, 1918, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
¢ ARMS for the soldiers!”

Yes and for every man
who is willing to work when
he comes home from France!

Not for hundreds or thousands but
for hundreds of thousands and per-
haps millions if that many converted
by the open-alr life of the Army
should want to go back to the land!

This, in brief, is the project upon
which the government is working, It
is a big project, bigger than the ques-
tion involved in giving life work for
the soldier, It is a project which,
thus beginning, promises to develop
into reclamation of waste land that
will increase our national wealth by
billions of dollars and add a new em-
pire to the active working forces of
the American people.

But first the farm for the soldier!
That is the kernel from which is to
grow this great tree of national de-
velopment. We shall look at it as it
lies in the nutshell. It is to reclaim
the deserts, swamps and cut-over
lands of the United States through the
sgoldiers as the emploves of Uncle
Sam, and to enable them to buy the
farms thereby created upon a serles
of low-interest payments which may
run through a third or half a life-
time,
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The work of reclamation will be
done by the soldiers. They are to be
given the opportunity to continue in
the employ of the government, con-
structing dams and canals, blowing
out stumps and clearing brush, dig-
ging ditches for drainage and, in
short, building group settlements in

practically every state of the Union.

The settlements will be model com-
munity centers, comprising townsites
surrounded by forty or elghty acre
farm homes, with all the advantages

.and none of the loneliness of ordinary

country life. In doing this the sol-
dier will receive the current wages
for the special kind of labor for which
he enlists. If he is an engineer he
may lay out the canals. 1f a carpen-
ter he may work at building the
houses and barns, and if a mason he
may be employed on the dams. The
laborers will recelve their wagea
from the government, and there will
be well paid out-of-door work for all.
After the settlements are completed,
the houses and barns built and the
soil put into shape each soldier will
be given the right to pick out a farm
home of his own and to pay for it at
a low rate of interest on long time,
covering perhaps thirty or forty years.
Stock and farm implements, furnished
by the government, may be pald for
in a period of from flve to ten years,
and the whole will be so arranged
that there will be no element of char-
ity or pensioning In the transaction.
The soldler will earn all he receives,
and the government will get back in
actual cash every cent it expends and
also add greatly td the food supply
and wealth of the nation.

This scheme, which originated with
Secretary Lane, has the approval of the
President. Congress has alrrady ap-
propriated $200,000 for the preliminary
investigations, and another appropria-
tlon of $1,000,000 will probably have
passed the Senate before this letter is
published. The plans are now being
worked out by the trained scientista of
the Interior Department. TUnder the
general direction of Arthur P. Davis,
chief of the reclamation service, the
government engineers are traveling over
the United States investigating the pos-
glbillties. F. K. Weymouth, the chief
of construction of the reclamation serv-
fce. buar taken charge of the so-called
arid reglon formerly known as the
great Amerlcan desert. This is in the
Rockles and the far west. It comprises
the seventeen arid and  semi-arid
states, with the exception of the eastern
parts of North Daketa, South Dakota,
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and
Texas. Those sections and the north-
eaatern part of the country, including
also all the land east of the Mississippi
and north of the Ohio river, is in charge
of ¥. W. Hanna, another reclamation
engineer. It contains u large arca of
out-over and swamp lands which can be
redeemed, The southeastern section,
which has the bulk of such lands, is be-
ing investigated by H. T. Cory, the man
who phut the Coloracdo river out of the
Salton sea for the Southern Paciflc
rallway and who has long heen con-
nected with reclamation work of va-
rious kinds. In addition to these men
the department has securad the serv-
fces of Tr. Elwnnd Mead, recently In
charge of the land settlement problem
in Californla and for eight years be-
fore that eonnected with simllar work
in Australia.
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The amount of territory we have for
such schemes Is enormous, I have
talked with the reclamution engineers
and can give a faint idea of the pos-
gibilities, According to them, the area
of desert, swamp and cut-over lands
that can be reclalmed is more than

£00,000 square miles. It I8 blgger than

—

HOW UNCLE SAM'S FARMERS OF THE DESERTS ARE LIVING., THIS GIVES SOME IDEA OF THE SOLDIER’S

the whole German empire, bigger than
Austria and Hungary combined and big-
Eer than France or the Spanish penin-
Bula, Put it together and it would make
a territory seven times as big as cither
Dhio, West Virginia or Kentucky, ten
times as big As South Carolina and
thirty-seven times the size of Massa-
chusetts., It would equal six New
Yorks, five Georgias, four Minnesotas or
two Californins,

Some of this land is in the deserts
and it will be reclaimed by irrigation.
There is about 15,000,000 acres of this
character, an amount three times as
great as the cultivated parts of the
Nile valley, which supports more than
11,000,000 people, and which in 1914
gave products for export amounting to
$120,000.000. Much of the Nile land is
worth $500 per acre.

Fifteen ‘'million acres! It iz just
about ten times the area we have al-
ready turned into farm settlements by
our present reclamation projects, Wo
have now 1,600,000 acres of those lands
in cultivation, and there are under water
500,000 acres more which will soon be
in use. The amount already reclaimed
represents an investment of $120,000,-
000, and the crops {rom it this year
will sell for more than half that
amount. At the present prieces every
acre will produce $60 or upward per
annum, and every cent that the gov-
ernment has laid out upon the land
will have been paid back by the farm-
ers within twenty years.

Those tracts are now inhabited by
60,000 familles who own taxable farm
property worth more than $300,000,000.
They are now producing crops which
will annually sell for 3$100,000,000, or
gaven million dollars more than all the
gold taken out of the United States in
1916, In other words, the lands we have
already reclalmed are yielding more
than all the gold mines of the TTnited
States, inclfuding those of Alaska, and
that notwithstanding when the
youngest boys now in the draft were
raw red babies those lands were as
harren and dry as the most arid part
of the Sahara. All this compes from
1,500,000 acres, and the engineers say
we have ten times as much which can
be developed as homes for the soldiers
The reclamation lands are now yield-
ing the government about 39,000,000
per annum, which is applied to new
projects, IL is believed that simijlar
results will be had in connection
the faurms for the =oldiers,

But the deserts are the smallest
factor in this great reclamation prop-
osition. Their available lands are not
one-fifth as large ag the swamps., Woe
have scattered over the United States
swamp lands having an area of sev-
entv-tfive or eighty million acres, un-
derlaid with soil as rich as that of
the deserts. The Lotal s larger than
Great Britiin and Ireland, and cqual
in extent to the three states of In-
diana, Illinols and Ohins, It i= ten
times as large as Holland, a driined
country which is now feeding almost
six million people; and at the sume
ratio it could feed sixty million, or
more than half of our whole popula-
tion. Holland is now draining the
Zulder Zee to get more land, and the
work is costing in the nelghborhood
of $200 per acre. Many of our swamps
can be dralned for a few dollars per
acre, and the surveys and plans for
some of them have already been made,
Before the war in Kurope began the
topographers of the geological sur-
vey had mapped out about 10,000,000
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HOME OF THE FUTURE.

acres, and the wdrk is =) organized
that they can tell us just vrhere the
swamps are and what hag to be done
to reclaim then.
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These swamp lands ate in many
cases close to the centers of popula-
tion. They are to be fourd In almost
every state of the live, up-to-date

east, and some of them nenr the big
citles.  Others are surrounded by
farms worth $100 an acre, and nearly
all are accessible by water and rail
to the markets. There are something
like 72,000,000 acres east of the great
plains, and twenty or thirty milllon
acres in the Mississippl delta. Min-
nesota has about 4,000,000 acres and
Maine Lhree or four millions, We look
upon Illinois as thoroughly settled;
it is the heart of the cprn belt and
it has oodles of land worth $300 an
acre, Nevertheless there are wmore
than 2,060,000 acres of flooded lands
in Illinois that might be redeemed,
and every acre will be as rich as any
now farmed. There are seventeen dif-
ferent states in the east every one
of which has more than a million
acres of swamps, and there are twelve
others each of which has from a quar-
ter of a million to one million acres
that can he easily drained.

The average stay-at-home of
cast looks upon California as arid
rither than wet. Neverlheless that
state has some of our richest swamp
lands. The Sacramento valley is sev-
eral hundred milea long and its basin
has millions of acres of wet lands
which the government geographers
have recently mapped, Drainage is
going on there and land which a fow
years ago wad worth nothing is now
being s=old as fast as- it can be re-
claimed at from §$100 to $1,000 an
acre, In the Sacramento river they
have put dikes about an island and
pumped out the water, and that island
has now the largest asparagus farm
of the world, In other places along
the river the redeemed lands are de-
voted to celery, and they are now
shipping carloads of that and other
vegetables from there to the east.

The delta of the Mississippl has
awamp lands that are far more valua-
bla than the irrigated lands of Meso-
potamia about the Tigris and ¥u-
phrates, for which the kalser planned
his railroad from Berlin to Bagdad.
The swamps there include more than
20,000,000 neres, and they are so rich
that any forty acres will make a good
farm. When the land is redeemed it
is worth 3100 or upward per acre, and

the

reclimation  projects have already
heen undertaken by private partiea
here and there through it. Some of

these are right on the edge of the
citles, During my last visit to New
Orleans I rode in a motor car from
the principal hotel out to a 7.000-acre
vegetable and frult garden, which had
been lifted, as it were, out of the bed
of the swamp. The land [s only flye
miles from the heart of the city, and
it is richer than any part of the
delta of the Nile or the CGanges. 1
gaw thousands of orange trees and
hundreds of acres of corn and cotton
growing upon that land, and was
told that the cost of maintaining the
dralnage, after the land had heen
cleared and the pumplng arrange-
ments installed, 18 only 50 to 75 centa
per acre per annum. The tract I re-
ferrcd to is kept clear by pumping.
Its stearn pumps are dally lifting
hundreds of milllons of gallons of

water from its eanals, and throwing
it into the streams whieh carry It
off into the Mexican gulf.

There are extensive swamp lands In
Alabama and Georgia, and the same
is true of Arkansas and Mississippl.’
A cuompany has been organized and
plans made .to redeem a hall million
acres In the Yazoo basine There are
other sachemes going on in other
states, and especially in Florida, whero
milllons of acres are being reclaimed.
The available- lands in Florida are
almost as great as the whole state of
South Carolina, a state which itself
has a large area of swamps. In North
Carolina and Virginin we have wet
lands that will add greatly to our
food supply, In North Carolina Lake
Mattamuskeet has been pumped out
and itg 60,000 acres is now cut p into
small farms. The tract Is called New
Holland. The settled lands about it
are o rich that farms bring $100 and
upward per acre,
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Farther north in Virginla, not far
from Norfdlk, lies about 150,000 acres
that will some day be a winter market
garden for New York and Boston. I
refer to the great Dismal swamp, the
edges of which have been already re-
deemed. The lake is surrounded by

lands devoted to trucking and the
soll under it is exceedingly rich. The
first crop usually raised after clear-
ing such lands 'is what I8 known as
stick corn. For this no plowing or
cultivation is needed. The kernels
are planted in holes in the ground
made by a stick and the corn springs
up among the stumps, conquering the
weeds and yielding large crops. This
is only at first. After a year or 50 the
land mpust be treated like that of other
farms of similar soll.

Coming to the cut-over lands which
comprise the bulk of the area possible
for the new proposition, I have had a
talk with Mr. H. T. Cory, who has just
returned from a trip through the great-
er part of the southern states, where he
has been investiguting this subject for
Becretary Lane, He tells me that lands
of this character are to be found all
along the coasted plain from Virgmin to
Texas. They are the lands where the
timber has been cut off by the great
lumber companles and other parties
from time to time. The stumps still
stand and new trees have grown up
among them corresponding in size to
the time which has elapsed since the
first clearing was done. Mr. Cory says
that there is something like 200,000,000
acres of such land in the south, and
that a large proportion of it has as
good meil as the average farm of In-
diana. At the above estimate those
cut-over landa would make about nine
states thp size of Indiana, or elght
states the size of Ohlo, Kentucky or
Virginia. Reduce the estimate by one-
half and the avallable territory would
be bigger by the sizo of Kentucky than
the United Kingdom of Great Britian
and Ireland, which now has something
like 45,000,000 people.

A great deal of this cut-over land is
being reclalmed by private parties, and
some of it Is paying more than (ta
original_price by the first one or two
cropa. Mr. Cory told me of a man who
bought a cut-over farm two years ago
and pald one-tenth down. This year
the seiler told him he would be glad
to accept the crop on the land for the

balance, but his offer was not taken,
Some such lands are used:for ralsing
Peanuts, which is now one of the profit-
uble crops of the southwest; others
Are turned into cotton plantations and
uthers to corn. These lands are usually
held in large tracts. They are owned
by lumber companies and individuals
who have made thelr profits out of thoe
timber and will be glad to get rid of
them at a low price. I am told that
there are so many of thema that the
Eovernment can buy all It needs for the

soldier experiment at almost its own
terms,
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There is one thing, however, that
must be emphasized in connection with
this reclamation. This is that it is a
billion-dollar propoeition, undertaken
by a billion-dollar coumtry, and that
there are billions in it for the United
States, if It can be kept outside poll-
tics and handled after acientific busl-

ness methods. In reclaiming the desert
lands, which, as T have sald, are pay-
ing their own way and furnishing
milllons a year for new projects, the
government.has developed a large di-
vision of reclamation experts, and
through them It will be able to organ-
Ize the new scheme upon an economi-
cal and business-paying long time
proposition. To do this the congres-
slonnl grants must be made without
cheese-paring and all pork-barrel
nrr';:\hnnlll?ns :H!l'll out.

& plan Is to make farms for the
soldiers, but the soldiers are tor p:y
back to thae Eovernment every cent

it is estimated that each far of
elghty acres with its Improvar:‘enta
will cost at least $5,000, If 10 per cent
of the 4,000 000 men now in the Armyv
should elect to take farma we shall
ml;a creah;‘d ]100.000 farm homes, cost-

A8 a whole so -
on%oom mething like $2,000,

ut those farms will be only the be-
ginning of the reclamation. They will
be followed by the creation of others
for civillana who wish to go back to
the land and far Immierants, and thig
will result in the uaing of A very large
part of this 300,000,000 acres. That
amount turned'into new farms will In-
erease ‘he number of farms now In
the United States by more than Ko per
cent, and add more than one-half to
the acreame now undar ri'tivation. The

average value of our farm landa per .

acre In 1900 was $15 and b 1910 it
had more than douhled, beln);.- bv the
census of that date fixed nt $32. These
new lands will he worth far more
than the average, and they will form
a live interest-hearing investment that
will Increase in value for generations
to come. In another letter I shadl write
more about this project and how it is
being worked out for the zond nf the
soldler, FRANK G. CARPENTER,

The Irreaular Males.

(QUVER ISELIN, on leave in Tux- '

edo, wasg pralsing the American
girls engaged In war work overseas,
“And ‘they're good girls,”” he sald,
"better girls, 1 believe, than our coun-
try ever turned out before.

“They're certainly bette t
::_:1 g‘:dlna.o milhe and femug. 3%'3 :2;
em on e
‘ﬁ{';l' tharlr ’:“onhfretenn of looking
"One of these old ladies, an elderly
New York broker, w t
cantgan g:ll-‘l inipnrls?‘ *Iking: to. &
* 'Yes,' ¢ girl said, 'T adore m
work, The only thing I complain orl.'
is"the irregularity of the maila.’
The old broker heaved a sigh and

tried to take the girl’
diow it awsy. Eirl's hand, but she

“Ah, yes.' he said.
irregular, too,
As we used to
female too far

‘The males were
in my young days.
put it—never trust a

nor a male too near."”

: An Axiom.

A CONGRESSMAN at a reception in

New York, was urged by a peace~
maker to come and separate two BO=
called “parlor bolsheviks," who were
wrangling so bitterly that a fight was
feared
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The congressman hurried to the
contending parlor bolsheviks, he
listened to their shrill and angry
voices A moment and then he shruge
ged and turned away.

“Always remember,” he sald to the
peacemaker, "“that these chaps who
are all wind never come to blows.”

The Sermon Reader.

CABINET officer usually reads his

speeches, but he shares with his

Scottish ancestors all .thelr hatred of
written sermona,

He told one day am old Scotoh
woman's remark about & minister
whose sermons were always read.

“How's the new meenister gettin®
on?' a neighbor asked the old woman,

"Qettin' on?’ sald she. “Well, he's
gettin’ on llke a crow in a tater fleld—
two dabe and a look-up.”

that it expends In their behalf, Now




